
FOR PARENTS

Announcing some changes
to the Concentric pooled
testing program
Our mission at Concentric by Ginkgo is to make
COVID-19 testing accessible. We use a method called
pooled testing that allows communities to make
informed decisions about the health of students and
staff.

Why do you use classroom
pooling?

Why are you changing your
tests?

What does that mean for
my child?

Without knowing the prevalence of COVID-19 in your
school, it’s tough for school leaders to make informed
decisions about safeguarding your school community.
Regular pooled testing is one way school leaders can see
if there are positive cases in the population.

Recently, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), which
is responsible for regulating medical devices, including
COVID-19 tests, reevaluated its approach to COVID-19
testing. Under new guidance, certain tests, including
those used in school environments, must have an
Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) from or be approved
or cleared by the FDA. Currently, the pooled tests that do
have an EUA use a maximum of 10 swabs per tube and
must be administered or overseen by a licensed
healthcare professional.

Concentric by Ginkgo had previously used pooled tests
that were validated by labs in our national network. These
are called lab developed tests, or LDTs. We are now in
the process of transitioning from LDTs to tests that have
been granted EUA, in line with the latest FDA guidance.
As we update our COVID-19 testing across our network,
we may make minor changes to testing protocols at your
child’s school.

We may update the schedule for your child to be tested
to accommodate the updated testing protocols.
Additionally, there may be two or more pooled tubes of
swabs per classroom instead of just one, and tests will
now be administered or overseen by a healthcare
professional if not already. Please reach out to your
school for more information.


